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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, swpercargoes, sharpers, and directors. -PoPE. 


————j— 


Letters of the Black Dwarf. 











TO LORD JOHN RUSSELL, 

On the failure of his Motion on the subject of Parliamen- 
tary Reform ; and on the discovery of the English 
Constitution. 

My Lod, 

The discrimination which you undoubtedly 
possess, will now convince you that, upon your principles, 
there is no hope left of obtaining any consideration of the 
question of parliamentary reform, by the House of Com- 
mons as at present constituted. The resolute determina- 
tion of the faction in power not to concede a single point 
was before sufficiently obvious ; but the calm contempt 
with which they treated your last motion, must satisfy even 
yourself that far different measures must be taken, before 
any advance towards the object can be made. It would be 
Venturing beyond the limits of probability to suppose that 
anything could have been gained by your motion, had it been 
carried : as it offered no basis for any future pfeceedings ; 
recognised no distinct proportion, nor offered any ground 


for a hope that any useful result could be obtained. 
No. 18, Vol. X. 
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if youhad ventured upon any thing specitic, you would 
have gained something by the mere reeord of just prin- 
ciples. There would have been something tangible in the 
matter, something upou which the mind could have rested, 
The good seed would have been sown; though sown in 
bad ground, in the waysides and among briars, it would 
not have becn all thrown away! You, on the contrary, 
have been sprinkling about a few flowers of rhetoric, a 
few blossoms of wit, that look pretty, but were destined 
to perish instantly. | 

As a reader, it is surprising that you should not have 
remembered the mode in which Napoleon accounted for 
his amazing success, when he said that his constant 
practice was to act in conformity to the wishes of the 
millions of the people. This is the only rational means on 
which political success can be expected; because on the 
public exertion depends the power of those who would 
lead public opinion. Nor ean any faction, however nu- 
merous, however potent, supply the place of the public. 
Of this fact, Napoleon also furnishes a decisive example, 
for when he attempted to shift the basis of his authority 
from the PEOPLE to the ARMY, he destroyed the real 
foundation of his power, and prepared the way for his 
own ruin. Yet if faction could have maintained power, 
he would have been safe. His was the most powerful 
faction that circumstances liad ever created. It had also 
originated in the public approbation, and was long in 
possession of public acquiescence. But the srmy was not 
the public; and when their intercst ceased to be the 
same, the spirit of the army decayed, and its stréngth 
was paralized. The soldiers were devoted to their chief; 
but the public mind was hostile to his ambition, and he 
fell from the Joftiest pinnacle on which mortal had ever 
been elevated. 
But Buonaparte was not so silly as formally to separate 
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himself from the people. He was too wise to make any 
such declaration, as you, my Lord, have done, in your 
last speech, when you were even anxious to impress upon 
the House the conviction that your friends and yourself 
were opposed to Universal Suffrage, Annnal Parliaments, 
¢nd Vote by Ballot. Will your Lordship pardon me for 
saying that you were once guilty of gratuitous calumny 
against the friends of effectual Reform; and that on the 
present occasion you have committed a gratuitous piece of 
unnecessary folly! Did you think to tempt the Honour- 
able House of notorious celebrity to accept of your modi- 
cum of Reform, on the express condition that you would 
be content with so very little that it could make no possi- 
bie difference to any body? Or was effectual Reform 
disclaimed with a view to insinuate that you were as little 
friendly to it as any of the borough-faction to which you un- 
fortunately belong ? Nothing could be in worse taste than 
such conduct, let it proceed from what motive it might.-- 
It was denouncing your friends to conciliate your enemies ; 
and a pretty piece of work you have made of it. The one 
were offended, and would not assist you. The other 
laughed at the inconsistency which threw the game into 
their hands without playing for. That one sentence of 
your speech destroyed the effect of all the rest ; and the 
delighted faction sat grinning in derision at such irrational 
advocates. 

It will shortly be necessary for the reformers to chang> 
their ground, if they are not a race of the tamest spat. ls 
that ever returned buffeting with servility. ‘Their 
patience has been extraordinary to a miracle, and I am 
truly glad that the farce of petitioning the House of Com- 
mons in the moderate way has beey played over again. 
It delights me beyond measure, to have this means of 
convincing moederate petitioners that while they follow 
in the same beaten track of begging for their rights, they 





612 THE BLACK DWARF. 


will be scornfully driven from their servants’ doors, and 
treated with the insult and contempt that cowards merit. 

I shall next week have to call your serious attention to 
a work which will be published to morrow from tiie pen 
of Major Cartwright, called, “ The English Constitution 
produced and illustrated.’ The privileged classes will 
do well to look to its contents, with an attentive eye. 
They will there fied that they are ouly public servants, 
tolerated in the possession of distinctions, on account of 
supposed or expected services; and they may gather 
from: its important pages, that loss of privileges may 
follow the abuse of them, and that the public can as 
easily dismiss one servant, as reward another. In that 
work, your lordship will find also that as all power 
originates with the public, so that all power depends 
upon the public—another useful lesson to those fac- 
tions who think the public only playthings in their 
hands. If, in the mean time, your lordship has any lei- 
sure, and will read the work over attentively, we shail 
better understand each other, when we next sitdown to 
try conclusions. 

THE BLACK DWARF. 





acne eeRe matteo ssa te 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

To the statement of our friend at Hull that we have treated the 
coroner and the judge very leniently in the case of the murder of 
Mr. Law, we reply that we suffered the first to escape from a se- 
verer visitation, Lecause the proper verdict was recorded ; and if 
the road to justice be impeded, it is not actually blocked up. For 
the judge, the matter is not ended. The delay, though neither 
proper, nor warranted in our opinion, 1s not denial. We are aware 
it may become so; and if it does, we shall spare none of the par- 
ties the full weight of our retributive indignation. That the judge 
should behave so leniently to such offenders, has excited our 
Strongest surprise,—but we do not quarrel with this. When life is 
at stake, we can excuse a little hesitation ; and we only wish it were 
more frequently displayed. The case is a suspicious one; and we 
are inclined to believe that a plea is wanted to prevent the trial 
from coming on atall. This we are not anxious to furnish, by any 
censure that may be called premature. Of course the friends of 
Mr. Law will not be deterred by the delay, or the expense, from 
seeking full justices If means are wanting to enable them to do 
this, we would recommend a public subscription, and will most 
readily lay down our mite. 

To-morrow will be published, The English Constitution Produced 
and Illustrated. By John Cartwright.—There is nothing so much 
talked of and so littke understood in this jcountry as the Constitution. 
Fisipinc.—No such thing as a Constitution exists in. England.—Can 
Mr. Burke produce the English Constitution ?—Patne. 


Published by T. Cleary, No. 129, Chancery-lane, the third door 
from Fleet-street. 
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PARSON MENDING. 
/ 

1 once had an odd sort of a couuicy-fellow in my employ, 
who was engaged to make himself generally useful. He 
fas expert, and shrewd, and havi: 1 a certain Knack of 
ple: asing, he frequently obtained small presents, In addi- 
tion to his wages. When he pleased me, by brushing my 
coat neatly and expeditiously; or brought me an answer 
sooner than | expected to a message, or any thing par- 
ticularly adroit, he wofild always find a reward. This went 
on for some time, till he became almost as rich as myself, 
and as careless as any bishop on the bench. ‘This induced 
me to leave off my custom of making him trifling presents ; 
thinking his regular wages quite enough for services, and 
indeed far bey ond his deserts, But the custom had be- 
come a law in his eyes: and he had found it too profita- 
ble to be relinquished without a struggle to preserve it. 
Demand it, he could not; there was no engagement” in 
his bond to that effect. So he teft off doiug “those pecu- 
liar services for which I had been accustomed to pay an 
extra gratuity. My coat was not brushed, my shoes were 
cleaned in a slovenly manner, he was gone twice as long 
upon his errands, and then brougit me back unintelligible 
replies. Remonstrating with him, he observed he could not 
afford to work for nothing. “Nothing,” said I, ‘are your 
wages, and your board nothing’ ” Yes, they might be some- 
thing: but he was not to do every thing for them; and for 
brushing coats, cleaning knives, and going errands he ex- 
pected to be paid as usual. Tke impudence of this fellow is 
strongly parodied in the exaction of the dues of the Church. 
There is no doubt but that the Church portion of one therd of 
the tithes, was intended to defray allthe expenses, and re- 
munerate all the trouble of the priest; and that for this sum, 
whatever it might be, they were intended to marry, chris- 
ten, baptise, and bury their flock. It was stipulated wages 
for their whole service ; and though people might make 
them additional presents, it was never contemplated to 
leave them any demand. ‘The Church was abundantly 
provided for ; and all its wants adequately supplied. ‘The 
reason of the case shews this view of it correct. It would 
have been an act of absurdity of which not even the worst 
of the dark ages could have been cuilty, to allow large 
wages for the gross services of a priest, and then to allow 
him a fee in detail for ev ery item in his duty. It would be 
like paying a bill twice—article by article as the different 
items were taken, and then in the gross at the end of the 
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year. If the Chureh could shew that it had any new ser- 
vice devolved upon it, still it could have no claim ; because 
the whole time of the priest is purchased by the tithes ;--but 
when no new duty can be pretended; when infinitely less 
is now performed than was performed by the priest when 
the tithes were instituted ; and when the Church has ap- 
propriated the whole of the tithes to itself, instead of 
being content with its therd, itis the extreme of impudence 
to demand fees in addition to such ample weges. It is quite 
‘is preposterous as it would be fora valet to demand a fee 
for carrying a message, or for the performance of any part 
of his ordinary duty. 

That it was always customary, with those who could 
afford it, to make the priest a present at christenings, 
weddings, &c. there is no doubt ; but that the gift was 
then voluntary, and never expected, much less enforced, 
from the poorer classes, is equally certain ; and society is 
disgraced by suffering such abuses to continue. 

No part of our business in the vocation with which this 
article is headed, is more difficult than to cure the Church 
of its attachment to fees. It has such an “ itching palm” 
for them, that it is hopeless to make it voluntarily relin- 
quish them. And to induce society to do itself right is 
no less difficult. Men must be liberal in the expression of 
their joy on their marriage festivals ; and the value a man 
sets on his bride is partly measured by the price he is will- 
ing to pay for her, to the priest. Christenings also have 
a tendency to banish all thought of expense ; and the fa- 
mily heir is purchased freely at the hands of the priest.—At 
funerals, the sorrow of the mourners makes them heedless 
of the expence of mourning ; and if they happen to be the 
heirs of the deceased, they do not grudge the priest a fee 
for helping to put them into possession of their windfall. 
Where the parties can pay these fees, without distressing 
themselves, let them do as they like with their money.— 
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We have no right to quarrel with them for putting it into 
the priest’s pocket. But we have fair ground of quarrel 
with the priest, when nothing will content him but add- 
ing misery to the misery of the poor, and damping their 
occasional joy, by demanding fees for services which are 
already amply renumerated. The clerical character ought 
to be kept as clear as possible from all worldly imputations ; 
and most clear of all from the charges of extortion and 
oppression, if it is meant to be respected. We do not like 
to hear of such things asare set down in the following 
communication from Worcester. ‘The worst enemies of the 
Church could not use it more harshly than its Ministers, if 
all we hear of them is true. 


Worcester, Apral 14, 1823. 
SIR, 


As you have lately attempted what may be 
called PARSON-MENDING, when you have done with the 
Rev. Mr. Coats, I can help you to a job here. Weare 
plentifully supplied with such articles, having a sort of 
wholesale manufactory for them at our College. They 
ate, as usual, of all sorts; and a little exposure may 
do several of them no great disservice. Among the rest 
is a Reverend Digby Smith, who holds the livings of St. 
Oswald, and St. Martin. The former has two burying 
grounds, and probably one-fourth of the people who die 
in the city are buried there. This must produce some hun- 
dreds annually. The latter living is supposed to be as 
good as most in this city ; and the owner of the two liv- 
ings is deemed oneof the best of his order ; though it 
would be quite as well for his Christian reputation if he 
were contented with one living ; and permitted some me- 
ritorious individual to hold the other. 

J have a poor man in my employ, who had five children ; 
one of them happened to die; and as his time was all 
his property, he wished the funeral to take place ona 
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Sunday. The reverend gentleman refused to attend on 
that day. The poor man insisted that he had a right to 
have the child interred, “ Yes,’’ said the reverend gentle- 
man; “ and I havea right to demand £1. Is. instead 
of 9s. 6d. if you insist upon it.’ ‘To litigate the matter 
was impossible. To pay the increased demand almost 
equally so; and the poor fellow was obliged to attend at 
the parson’s time, and pay the smaller sum. Shortly af- 
ter another child died, and he was again obliged to sub- 
mit to the time of the reverend gentleman. Now, Sir, I 
have read that “no manner of work should be done on 
the sabbath-day ;’’ except in cases of necessity: but I 
never read that double price was to be demanded ; nor can 
I rightly determine whether love of the sabbath, or res- 
spect for the guinea, were the predominant motives. 

fam also informed, that when a poor woman applied 
to him to sign a letter for her, to enable her to receive a 
sum of money, due to her husband, who had fallen in 
his country’s cause; our good curer of souls observed, 
he ‘wondered government should think of troubling 
clergymen with such things.”’ 

Who is the most troubled in such matters, is easily- 
guessed ; and I could wish it were possible to get rid of 
the really troublesome parties. Don’t you think, sir, 
some men want souling? Do, pray, tell us, whether 


you can do anything in that way. 
Your’s, &c. 


a. 4 





——— ———<— 


MURDER OF MR. LAW, IN YORKSHIRE. 





To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 

Str :—I am a plain, honest Yorkshireman, and love 
“an unvarnished tale,’ such an one as I observed in the 
Dwarf of the 16th inst. relative to the murder of Mr. 
Law, of Stainton Dale, in this county. I am glad that 
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you have given a statement of facts upon which the pub- 
lic may rely; first, because no other public journalist has 
had the honesty to publish the disgraceful and insulting 
conduct of the coroner at the inquest; and, secondly, 
because the two ministerial papers published at York, in 
giving a report of the postponement of the trial, studious- 
ly avoided giving one single argument advanced by the 
counsel for the prosecution. One of them, which, for 
the filth which appears in its columns, is designated “ the 
Soot Bag,’’ stated, that as they knew the report would 
be garbled in other papers, they had given the judge’s 
excellent remarks verbatim; yet, in tke true spirit of 
modern loyal writers, did not give a line of what Mr. 
Jones had advanced against the adjournment of the trial, 
although I believe he spoke upwards of two hours. 

In your report, you call theattention of your readers to 
the inflamatory letters which were sent to the jury ap- 
pointed to try Sir Francis Burdett, and to whom they were 
traced, viz. the villain Franklin. Far be it from me to 
insinuate, or suppose, that the publications alluded to in 
Mead’s case, emmanated from a similar quarter; but cer- 
tain it is, that the only plausible reason for bringing the 
motion forward to postpone the trialon the eve of the 
adjourned day appointed for it to come on, was, “ that 
a copy of the verses sung at the funeral of Mr. Law, 
had been ‘ purchased’ at the shop of a printer in 
York, on the day before. From what has since transpired, 
it appears that the history, and a rather singular one 
it is, of that particular copy is this:—On the Friday, 
a man went o the shop of the aforesaid printer, and finding 
that they had none of the hymns, gave the wife one, 
which she carelessly threw down upon the counter. On 
the Monday following, the clerk of the attorney for the 
prisoners, applied at that very shop, to purchase any 
thing which they might have about Mead and Bell; and, 
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with the eye of a hawk, and with the cunning of an 
Horatio Orton, saw the copy in question, which he took 
away as acostly jewel, and which was produced in court 
the next day, along with his affidavit. Now, had it not 
been for that single copy, taken to an obscure shop by 
some one, and soon after fetched by the clerk of the pri- 
soners’ attorney, not “ to the place FROM WHENCE #t came,” 
it is to be hoped ; though, by the bye, there is no proof to 
the contrary, and I believe one could not have been obtained 
in York, as great exertions had, I understand, previously 
been made. Upon this and other grounds, however, the 
trial was put off. 

Now, Sir, I would ask, was the public mind so much 
agitated with respect to this case, as it was in 1813, when 
17 individuals were hanged at York, three for the murder 
of Mr. Horsfall, and 14 (called Luddites,) for rioting, &e. 
Or did any question then arise whether or not they could 
have a fair trial. If it had, would it not have been 
deemed preposterous, though there is no doubt but argu- 
ments might then have been adduced, strong “ as proofs 
of holy writ,” in favour of postponing their trials. 


I am, sir, with great respect, Yours, &c. 
VERITAS. 


Hawworth Moor, Yorkshire, 
April, 25, 1823. 


nae ene parernamaee—ar —— 7 o- ene _ — ——__-_} 


HUDDERSFIELD MAGISTRATES. 


The loeal magistracy is not a little indebted to Mr. 
Miehael Angelo Taylor, for his bill to exempt magistrates 
from the legal punishment of their offences, unless malice, 
of corrupt motives, can be clearly proved against them. 
The story goes that this Mr.’Taylor, in his magisterial 
capacity had laid himself open to the lash of the law, for 
unwarranted severity, and unjustifiable visitations; and - 
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that, apprehensive of being called to a more strict account 
than he liked to render, he hit upon the notable expedi- 
ent, of legislating in a way that took the punishment 
fom the open and palpable sin, and placed it upon the 
secret and indefinable motive. For giving this loop-hole 
to oppression, We again repeat, the race of country ma- 
gistrates owe Mr. ‘Taylor much; for he has left them the 
means of impunity in such a large extent, that they need 
only confess themselves to be gross fools, and nobody 
must call them arrant knaves;—and they may lend them- 
selyes safely to any mischief, if they are ready to swear 
they erred in ignorance, and not in malice! 

Two Magistrates near Huddersfield have been assuming 
to themselves, in the case of Mr. John Buckley, the power 
of deciding that the Church is legally entitled to Easter- 
dues, and Peter-pence; although there is no law which 
either imposes such contributions, or gives them authority 
to hear the question argued. Their names are JOHN Hogs- 
FALL, and B. HaigH ALLEN ; and the following w a lite- 
ralcopy of a notice issued by these worthies upon the 


subject. 
Marsh 
West Riding 
of John Buckley, L. R. B. 
Yorkshire, you are adjudged 


by us, two of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, for the 
said Riding, to pay the sum of two shillings and seven 
pence in lien of your Easter dues and you are hereby re- 
quired to take notice, that if the same be not paid within 
tendays from the receipt hereof, distress may be made 
upon your goods, for the recovery of the same. Given 
under our hands and seals, the 23d day of January, 1823 
JOHN HORSFALL. 
B. HAIGH ALLEN. 


This is a precious document indeed! It is all printed 
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except the sum, and the names of Buckley and Marsh: 
and it is worthy of remark that it is dated on the 23d day 
of January, although the Easter dues could not be due 
before Easter; and consequently no adjudication could 
have taken place on the date in question, which is also 
printed. The whole matter must have been a trick to 
frighten Buckley into compliance with the illegal demand 
made upon him. When Buckley received the paper, he 
went to Mr. Ben. Haigh Allen, and asked him if he was 
to consider the printed name as his signature. ‘ Certainly 
you are,” was the answer. Now we are quite unaware 
of any law to enable a magistrate to put his mark toa 
paper instead of his signature. And if there were sucha 
provision made for magistrates who Were toc ignorant, or 
too lazy, to set down their signatures at length, this 
printing of their names would not be a compliance with 
it;.for aman may identify his mark, but this printing 
confers no identity whatever. The printer may fill up 
adjudications, and levy contributions upon all his neigh- 
bours, by such sham processes. There is nothing to pre- 
vent any man from issuing such a paper, without consult- 
ing these parties ; and any one has just as much right to. 
do it. It might indeed come under that description of 
offence, called obtaining money under false pretences ; 
but the magistrates may escape an indictment for this of- 
fence by pleading that happy ignorance of what they 
were about, which throws them under the protection of 
Michael Angelo’s act, to save blockheads from legal penal- 
ties. 

Mr. Buckley went on to ask him, whethera distress 
would be actually made, according to the threat, if the 
money were not paid ; and this B. H. Allen replied, ‘ cer- 
tainly it will :’—and on being questioned further, as 0 
whether there was any appeal allowed, he replied “ No, you 
have suffered judgment to go by default ; you should have 
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appeared against the summons.’’ What the summons was 
—whether it was as precious a document as this—does not 
appear. but as we may imagine that a summons would 
not be drawn out with more regard to legal form, than 
this solemn adjudication of these two magistrates, we may 
fairly presume that the one instrument was as informal as 
the other ; and that Mr. Buckley was not legally called 
upon to notice either. 

But the great point against these two men is that they 
have assumed a power to which they have no right. It 
is nota question for such men to decide. The law gives 
them no authority to settle disputed points in this sum- 
mary way ,—and whatever zgnorance they may plead, 
(and we are ready to allow they may claim enough,) 
if they can: read, which we suppose they can, they 
must have heard of the case of Mr. Peter Watson, 
of Chester-le-Street: and from that they must have 
known their jurisdiction did not entitle them to 
issue a Summons for the hearing of such a case:—much less 
to entitle them to decide upon its merits, and authorise so 
summary a process to conclude the matter. As they must 
have known this, will net their conduct bear the charge 
of a conspiracy with the priest, to scare the poor people 
out of their money? We have no hesitation in saying 
that this is our opinion of the thing; and that this 
clumsy stratagem was devised to put an end to the 
proper investigation of the matter;—and we should 
have been strongly tempted to have made the tool in the 
execution of the distress regret his want of better. autho- 
tity for his personal protection. 

Mr. Allen, we are informed is a very prous gentleman, 
and has built a new church in Huddersfield lately. We 
wish he had employed a little more of his time in reading 
the bible-denunciations against those who lend: them- 
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selves to the oppression of the poor and the friendless, |; 
might have saved him the mortification of seeing the pla- 
card of the Black Dwarf, exhibiting the memorial of his 
law, and recording the pious plunder of his reverend 
friend. 

Since they have obtained Mr. Buckley’s bible, we hope 
they will make the best use of it. It would be a pleasant 
matter to see two magistrates, and a priest, conning over 
together the text of—“do justice, love mercy, and walk 
“ humbly before God.” 

The natural consequences of the conduct of these pil- 
lars of church and state, must be to produce the greatest 
mischief to both. A church that cannot be contented 
without making itself hateful by the pillage of the poor, 
cannot retain public feeling in its favour; and when it 
loses that support, however it may swell with pride, or 
Iuuuriate m pomp, it has no basis :—it resembles a tree 
of which the roots are dead, and the very weight of its 
branches only contributes the sooner to produce its fall. 
And magistrates, who think to prop it by lending an 
usurped authority to its exactions, are inereasing the 
mischief, and hastening the ruin. No sophistry can dis- 
guise such behaviour from the censure it deserves—and 
there is a want of decency inthis affair, which entails 
upon it still greater execration. The very advocates of 
Easter-dues will not admit that John Buckley should 
have been robbed of his Brste! Every thing besides 
might have been consistently taken. If robbed of his 
bed, he might have watched the better, and prayed the 
more—if of his food, he could have fasted and prayed— 
if deprived of all earthly comfort, and handed over to 
the greatest earthly tribulation, he might have consoled 
his imagination with “his title to a kingdom in the 
skies !’’"—but to have his title deeds stolen from him! Oh. 
fie! fie! good, pious, kind, and humane Christians ! 























THE BLACK DWARF. 


SINGULAR PROOFS OF PROSPERITY. 





Mr. Dwarr :—It is now about seven years since a 
celebrated state-buffoon told us the san of Engtand’s 
prosperity had burst forth from behind a cloud, and was 
shining with greater lustre than ever. I am sorry to say 
that the cloud hangs over our parish yet, and that so 
heavily, that not aglimpse of sunshine have we had, nor 
can we get. 

This parish is St. Giles’s and St. George’s Blooms- 
bury; and upwards of two thousand of the parishioners 
were summoned before a parish junta, the week before 
last, to state the cause of their inability to pay poors’ 
rates. My answer was in three words—‘ THE INFAMOUS 
SYSTEM !”* and heaven help us all, if my poor neighbours 
are in a state of depression like myself; for notwith- 
standing ail the eloquence in the King’s speeches about 
the revival of trade, and so forth, I find tt quite as bad as 
ever, and begin to despair of ever finding it better. 

Think, sir, of two thousand heads of families in one 
parish tn this dilemma! Two thousand of us! ealled 
upon to show why we cannot maintain other creatures, in 
still greater numbers, and still more wretched than our- 
Selves! And this with every thing about us so cheap, 
that the growers of produee are starving upon the low 
prices, which yet we cannot afford to give. If there are 
many who do not feel distress, | envy them; and most 
heartily do I wish them a little, just to put them in mind 
that there is such a thing in the world. They would be 
all the better for the visitation, and the world would be 


no worse than it is, Jyremain, &e. 
W. G. 


P.S. Our shepherds thrive well enough, though the 
flocks are growing so thin. How can this ke? 
































































THE BLACK DWARF. 
CASE OF MR. HARRISON. 


Chester Casile, April 23, 1823. 
Respected Friend.—I received an interesting letter yes- 
terday from Mr. T. Rawnsley, of Great Horton, near Brad- 
ford, Yorkshire, containing thirty shillings to be equally 
divided betwixt Joseph Swann and myself, for which we 
desire to return our sincere thanks to the subscribers 
through the medium of your incomparable Dwarf. 

We have not had occasion to trouble you much lately 
with our acknowledgements, and I hope the time will 
soon arrive when J shall have done troubling you in this 
way, not that I feel it painful to acknowledge the kind- 
ness of the friends to freedom ; but I hope in twenty-four 
weeks to be restored to liberty, and uo longer condemned 
to live upon charity. However, I trust neither I or any 
one else who is suffering in the glorious cause of Reform 
will be left to want, whilst the people are able to afford 
supplies. Our sentences have been inflicted with the ut- 
most rigout, and no abatement made, notwithstanding the 
wonderful . change in public opinion since the dreadful 
years of 1819 and 1820. 

Perhaps the Boroughmongering tyrants may become the 
inmates of a prison in their turn, and then the Reformers 
may justly retaliate, as specified in the 18 chap. of Reve- 
lation, 5,6 and 7, verse. “ For her sins have reached unto 
heaven and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward 
her even as she has rewarded you, and double unto her 
double according to her works; in the cup which she hath 
filled, filled to her double. How much she hath glorified 
herself and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow 
give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and 


am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.” 

Here we havea prophetic view of the legitimate tyran- 
ny that has enriched the few, and destroyed the general 
happiness of mankind. 

Pagans, Mahometans, Catholics, and Protestants, all 
unite to protect the whore of Babylon, and support this 
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“* Haste happy day, the time | lone Lo see, 
When every son of Adam shall be tree 


“9 
Then shall the astonish’d world aloud proclaim, 


The lasting bonours of our Saviour’s name.” 
l think the tyrants of the earth are mad, to persist in 
fichting against the rising Nberties of mankind. ‘Thes 
must know that in so doing they are fighting agairst Ged, 
who kas commanded the Jubilee trumpet to be blown 
throughout the worid. 

Wicked rulers may be denominated ** most religious and 
gracious,” but such species of epithets will never ecnceal 
their tyranny, villainy, and injustice, from the eve ef him, 
‘“ who searcheth the heart, and giveth it te every one ac- 
cording to his works.’ “ He ts gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and of great Kindness.” But though his 
judgments are slow, they are sure. He isa just God, 
and there is no unrighteousness with kim, therefere let the 
haughty fools fight on, and oppress their fellow-creatures--- 
let them punish us for speaking the truth, as fora libel— 
let them imprison us fer contending for cur just rights, as 
though we had been guilty of sedition and rebellion. — 
God is judge betwixt us, and will avenge our auacrel 
sooner or later. Iam notin despair. Are vou Mr. Wooler ! 
No; as your information is more extensive, your hope 
Is more bright. 

I perceive, by the conduct of the court of Lancaster 
towards my old friend Charles Walker and others, of Ash- 
ton, under-Lee, that the judges are inclined to be more 
lenient towards the radicals than they had been before * 4 
They were persuaded to plead guilty and go home.— 

I dare say they found it very difficult to plead owlty 
Where they saw no offence, but cannot see how th e 

Vou. X. No. 18, 
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could do otherwise under their circumstances ; and if their 
plea does not sit easy on their conscionces, they must lay 
the blame on them who compelled them to make it. They 
were in the hands of their enenies, end consequently were 


not their own masters—Lheir enemies wished to let them 


~ 


slip out of their net in such a manner as to appear an act 
of favour on their part—and it required a great share of 
humility on the part of our radical brethren to submit to 
such a method—lowever, it will answera good end, 
for it will convince the country fools (who are so forward 
in prosecuting the Radicals) that the authorities are tired 
of such malicious and vexatious prosecutions. 

The judge said these spirits were too high in their 
neighbourhood. They are too high for the Borough- 
mongers, and | hope they will remain so—and that sending 
them home with a plea of guilty will not lower their 
spirits any more than 3 or 4 years imprisonment, separated 
from one’s families and friends, has lowered ours. 

Our spirits are not at ail too high considering the high 
and lofty oppressors we have to deal with. 

Wishing your sword may be sharp, and yourarm strong 
to accomplish the mighty work of cutting up corruption 
by the roots, 

1 remain, with the sincerest respect, 
Your’s, 
J. HARRISON, 


To Mr. T. J. Wooler, 
76, Fleet Street, London. 
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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, AND ANNUAL PAR- 
LIAMENTS. 
From the Royal Magazine, Jan. 1771. 





All reasons that are given for making laws, which re- 
strain or destroy our constitution, are false, fraudulent, 
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and delusive, and are only given as a cloak to hide from 
the people, odious evils and venal iniquity of such laws, 
The chief reason given by the promoters of Queen Ann’s 
laws of landed qualifications of members to serve tn Par- 
liament was this: ‘ That no man shouid sit in the House 
of Commons who was not a man of known independent 
fortune and consequently not liable to temptation, or open 
to the corruption of the Court.” These indeed are words 
of goodly import, but of no meaning here, and are as 
foreign from the private reasons for passing that bill, as 
truth is from falsehood. There is not a man in the 
British Empire who does not see the fallacy of this reason- 
ing; and Sir Robert Walpole who founded his whole 
ministerial power upon bribery and corruption, has told 
us from his own experience, that every man has his price. 
Our constitution has not placed the independency of the 
House of Commons upon the riches, the honour, or the 
virtue of the members of that house, but upon an impos- 
sibility of its being corrupted; upon the abundant number 
of electors, and the constant ANNUAL EXERCISE Of their 
power of election. iad King William at the revolution, 
intended to have established an independent fiouse of 
Commons, he would have restored the old practice, and esta- 
blished UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE and ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS: 
this would have been an infallible remedy against all corrup- 
tion, because it is impossible to corrupt any body of men 
who are continually changing. As standing water soon 
stinks, and a running stream throws off all impurities, so 
a SEPTENNIAL House of Commons will be a standing 
peol of corruption, but an annual eurrent through the 
House would retain its primitive purity, and preserve it 
incorrupt for ever. Much has been said, and much has 
been written, about patriotic kings, and patriotic minis- 
ters, but give me leave to tell the good people of Eng- 
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land, that this is patriotic nonsense. It is the aNNuatL 
erercise of their elective powers, and this only, that ean 
make this nation free and happy, it is their business as 
electors, it is their business as a wise people, to watch 
over and take care of first priniples, and see that they are 
not evaded under any pretence by either of the powers 
which compose the state. 
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DISTRESSING CASE. 


We haveseldom had to record a more relined case of wan- 
ton atrocity than the following case of murder, we may al- 
most say, copied from a Leeds paper. ‘Lhe treatment of 
the poor, generally, is bad exough. it is an old com- 
plaint that church-wardens and overseers have flinty hearts: 
but we thank heaven that but few have none at all; which 
must have been the case with the inhuman destroyers of 
this wretched woman. Mr. Atkinson was wrong in refu- 
sing to call an inquest. It was particularly a case which 
required one; and the nonsense, or worse, that could 
wait for a repetition of stich conduct, before the guardians 
of the poor would interfere to punish it, deserves particu- 
lar reprobation. What? Is notthe death of one enough! 
Must another be sacrificed, before Mr. L. is to be reward- 
ed for his merits. 

A considerable sensation has been produced in this 
town by the death of a young woman, of the name of 
Maria Sledding, under circumstances of a very distressing 
nature. ‘This ill-fated girl was, it seems, an orphan; her 
father and mother, who lived in this town, and had their 
parochial settlement here, being both dead. About eigh- 
teen months ago she went to Burnley, to obtain work as 
a weaver, and there became pregnant of a bastard child. 
The parish officers of Burnley soon banished her from the 
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place, and sent her to Leeds, where she apphed to Mr. 
Littlewood, the town’s husband, for an asylum, but this 
oficer apprehending that she had obtained a settlement in 
Burnley repulsed her.and she was driven back to that place, 
which is at adistance oi forty miles from Leeds. This ope- 
ration Was performed by these vigilant parish officers four 
times in about two months; so that the poor creature 
travelied upwards of 309 miles, principally on foot, and 
inan advanced state of pregnancy, within that time, 
sometimes being driven to such extremities as to be obliged 
tosleep out inthe open air. The last time that she 
was sent to Burnley, her situation became so critical that 
the parish officers obtained a magistrate’s order of removal 
to Leeds, and brought her in @ gig to this place. 

On her arrival in Leeds, oa Tuesday, the 8th inst., she 
was taken by the Burnley officer to Mr. Littlewood’s 
house, from whence she was again twice repulsed with 
considerable harshness. With some difficulty she found a 
lodging for the night, and paid for it re the money she 
had and a part of her clothes. Here she could not be any 
longer accommodated ; and on Wednesday morning, about 
ten o’clock, she was found in child-birth, more dead than 
alive, upon a stone under Paley’s Galleries, at the top of 
Marsh Lane. Moved by her situatioa, a poor sick man 
and his wife, of the name of Scott, to their honour, took 
her into their house, and gave her, not their bed—for 
they had none, but their straw. Her case was then soon 
made known to Mr. Garlick, one of the town’s surgeons, 
Who immediately attended her. About three o'clock that 
aiternoon the poor girl was dcliv.red of a dead child; 
and at the same hour on Friday morning the mother diced 
also. The attention paid by Mr. Garlick, as well as the 
exertions of Mr. Lewis Morgan, the overseer of the divi- 


son, on the case coming to his knowledge, were exem- 
plary. 
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These circumstances having been made known to the 
Workhouse Board the same evening, they requested ‘hat 
the Coroner forthe Borough wou d hold an inquest on the 
deceased, for the purpose of investigating the causes of 


} 
_— 


her death; but Mr. Atkinson, judging it not to be a case 
within his province as Coroner, declined to summon a jury, 
and the further investigation of the matter was left to the 
cventlemen \forming the Workhouse Board. {fn order to 
aid their decision, the town’s surgeons were instructed to 
open the body, and their report was, that Maria Sicdding 
had died from organic disease In the chest. How far the 
hardships which she had experienced for the last eight 
weeks, and particularly for the last few days of her exis- 
tence, had induced or aggravated this disease, we shall 
not pretend to determine. The Guardians of the Poor 
could not, however, pass over the conduct of Mr. Little- 
wood withoutsevere r prehension, for neglecting to afford 
this poor creature an asylum, when she had been brought 
to him under the authority of a magistrate’s order, nor 
Without intimative to that oflicer, that a repetition of such 
cruel neglect would bring upon him the utmost severity 
of punishment that it was in the power of the board to 





railed. 


Leeds Mercury. 
A meeting was once held at Warwick, to raise money to 


eee 


huv Bibles, to send to places where few could either read 
or understand them—and at that very moment a helpless 
female and an infant child were perishing for want in the 
neighbouring highways. There is now a meeting adver- 
tised of ithe town of Bedford, on the subject of widows 
burning themselves in the East Indies. With all this 
parade of philanthropy, and it is nothing but parade, 
such scenes as tle one now described are suffered to occut 
in our OWn streets! A woman, in an advanced state of 
pregnancy, is hunted from town to town like a wild 
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boast—and none but a poor sick man, who had only straw 
for himself, could be found to pity her condition, and 
aiford her any relief. All the blame is laid upon Mr. 
Littlewocd : bat did no one see what he was about! 
Could no one tell that the life of a fellow-creature was at 
stake’ Has he no neighbours? And the Burnley 
officers! are they no parties to the destruction of two 
helpless beings? To be sure the Burniey officers brought 
her to Leeds in @ gig, when she could walk no longer; 
but was it not their duty to insist upon her being shel- 
tered at Leeds! No matter to what parish she belonged. 
She was under their protection ; and it was their business 
to see that she was properly attended to. The matter 
must have been of notoricty. Almost every inhabitant of 
every village, between Leeds and Burnley, must have 
been acquainted with the facts. ‘Che report of the town’s 
surgeon is as ridiculous as the conduct of the town’s 
husband was bruta!. She died of ‘‘ organic disease in the 
chest!’ Yes, just as much as Napoleon died of a car- 
cerous stomach! Or just as much as the late foreign se- 
cretary was mad. Want of food, want of rest, and want 
of proper attention, were ler murderers! And it must 
have been a Herculean constitution siatieail that could 
have withstood their assaults. 

PACKING OF SPECIAL JURIES IN IRELAND. 

The carrying of Sir F. Burdett’s motion for an inquiry 
into the conduct of the Sheriff of Dublin, relative to the 
preparation of the jurois for the trial of the Orange rio- 
ters, will tend to expose the infamous practices that pre- 
vail both in the Eng'tish and the Irish courts, with regard 
to the pecking of juries. Mr. Pluokett broadly chirges 
the high-sheriff with having packed the lists ; and affcets 


great indignation that the course of justice should have 
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been thus tampered with. But we lave as great a com- 


piaint aguinst him, and araimst every powerful member 
of the legal profession, for knowing that such practices 
oreviul aniversally ia afl cases of political persecution, 
without taking any measures to reduce the practice of th. 
courts to the theory of the laws. ‘Pius packing Is always 
lefonded, and supported, when the prosecutors need its 
aid:—~but when ~the factions they have created turn 
avainst them, they can perceive the injustice. if the 
sheriff had packed the jury on Mr. Plunkett’s side, we 
should have licard no complaiat of the packing. It 
would have been taken as a matter of course, and the ver- 
Giet would have been unimpeached by Mr. Plunkett. 

The ministry were left in a minority on this occasion. 
They do not like such inquiries, for they lead to dis- 
coveries that tend to injure them. ‘They well know 


that the Orange Faction is very useful to their system ; 


and that they must change their system, if the faction 
Were put down, Mr. Pecl is determined not to change the 
system; and he therefore is anxious to put a stop to all 
such inquiries. But tho faction, finding itself threatened 
and feeling its strength, is forced nto the field, for the 
maistena ce of its existence, as a party. We shall see 
how it will fight ; and who are its allies. But whatever 
abuses may be proved to exist in this lustance, relative to 
the juries, we are quite ready to parody them from our 
own eXperieude in the English Courts. We shewed to 
the Court of King’s Bench that anarranged mode of pack- 
ing special juries was id existence; and instead of 


crushin: it, they took itinto their good keeping. ‘Lhe 
more obvious the abuse, the more strenuously it was sup- 
} 


poried. For what reason, except that it was deemed ne- 
cessary that the Mimstry should be placed above the law, 
itis difficuit to conceive. ‘This power is now found to be 


" ‘ - = “y 
dangerous ; and an Irish Attorney General complains ot 
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the practices which the English Judges have defended. 
‘he particular circumstances differ a little. The mode of 
proceeding diilers: but the great object was the same—to 
find a Jury that would answer the purposes of the pack- 
ers! It had been customary to find the ordinary ju- 
rors apt and fit for the business they were employed in ; 
but this was an extraordinary occasion ; and extraordinary 
pains were taken to ‘‘ make assurance doubly sure, and 
take a bond of Tate!’ ‘lhe evel was that the power was 
in their own hands,—they could abuse it at their pleasure 
—and they had a sufficient motive for an abuse, which 
had never been complained of, had it been committed on 
the right side. ‘he adage that “when some folks 
quarrel, honest men stand some chance of getting their 
own again,’ will not receive any additional illustration in 
the course of inquiry upon this affair. ‘The High Sheriff 
will doubtless be able to shew, that it has always been 
customary to oppose and insult all who have shewn any 
disposition to insult the Catholics; and the precedent of 
ages, and the courts will be declared more than equivalent 
to the principles of justice, and the theory of the law. 





Ta oe 


IRISH AFFAIRS: 








To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
LETTER II. 

Sir George Hill and the Washes of his Majesty’s Heart. 

Sir,—When your readers will begin to inquire who 
Sir George Hill, Bart. is—when they shall remember that 
Sir George has grown grey in the political harness of 
Pit, of Percival, of CASTLEREAGH, of Peel, and of 
Canning ;—when they bear in their recollection that Sir 
George is a Lord of the Irish Treasury,—that he holds 
many lucrative situations in that country,—that he is in 
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Parliament the representative of the Orange Corporation 
of Derry,—that he “ avows and prides in Orange prin- 
ciples,’’—and that those principles are, or were, by no less 
authority than his Majesty’s ministers, declared to be in 
direct opposition to “ the wishes of his Majesty’s heart,’ 
—when they shall find that hundreds of thousands of 
copies of “ the wishes of his Majesty’s heart,’ were paid 
for by the people, and circulated through all Ireland, for 
the purpose of letting “ the wishes of his Majesty’s heart’’ 
reach every village and cabin in the country,—when they 
shall find all this, and find too that Sir George still holds 
those lucrative situations, and publicly and fearlessly 
avows and prides in those principles, in such direct oppo- 
sition to “ the wishes of his Majesty’s heart,’—they will 
naturally say, that there is the greatest want of respect— 
nay, the basest ingratitude on the part of Sir Georze—or 
a criminal apathy, a gross want of sincerity, and a canting 
hypocrisy, on the part of the ministers of the crown. 
They wiil naturally suppose one or the other; and infer 
that his Majesty’s visit to Ireland was nothing more 
nor less than a political masquerade. They will further in- 
fer the awful responsibility, nay the great danger of a sit- 
ting of Ministers, bandying about and shewing their 
Monarch ; and in his name promulgating doctrines which 
either he did not believe ; or if believing, at least, ex- 
posing his want of inclination, or of power to enforce 
them. ‘Those are the conclusions every rational being 
must infer from the admonitory parting letter of his Ma- 
jesty to the Irish : coupled with the transactions that have 
subsequently taken place in that distracted, ill-fated, mis- 
governed, and much calumniated country. But when 
I compare tne want of English influence abroad, and 
couple it with her domestic embarrassments:—when I see 
the conduct of her Ministers, rendering the name of her 
Monarch uninfluential abroad, and distrusted at home,— 
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if every a set of Ministers, thro’ the stupidity and blindness 
of their Councils led their Monarch to the brink of such a 


precipice, | must say to George the Fourth as Nathan said 
to David, . 


“ Thou art the Man !” 
I shall for one week grant Mr. Dawson a respite,—Let 
him make the best of his time, and make his peace with 


common sense if he can. SARSFIELD. 
26th of April 1823. 








PRISON TREATMENT. 
DEATH FROM STARVATION.—Tuesday week, an inquest 
was held at the General Penitentiary, on the body of 
Ann Martin, a female convict, aged 22.—A convict wit- 


ness named, Sarah Martin, shewed great reluctance to 
speak before the nurse: who was therefore requested to 
leave the room, and the witness then stated that the de- 
ceased, her sister, had complained that her first illness was 
caused by her having so little, and such bad food. She had 
been illin January last, prior to her going into the infir- 
mary, from which she was sent to work in her cell, before 
she was recovered. The deceased had said, if she had con- 
tinued a short time longer in the infirmary she should have 
recover_d. A long discussion took place amongst the 
Jurors and the Coroner, in which they expressed their 
sentiments very freely upon the treatment which this 
young woman received, and finally returned the follow- 
ing verdict :—“ Died in consequence of the short allow- 
ance, and bad quality of the food, with which she was 
supplied before the new regulations took place in this 
prison.” 

This very proper verdict ought to fix eternal shame 
pon the secretary for the home department, whose autho- 
riuly must have been obtained for the regulations for star- 


ving the prisoners, and hastening their dissolution by wn- 
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wholesome food. A ridiculous farce is now playing in the 
treatment of prisoners in this place. The visiting phy- 
siclans have ordered them to be supplied with oranges 
each prisoner is now allowed three per day. Unless bad 
treatment and short food have produced some complaint 
for which oranges are a medicine, beef and mutton would 
be much better adapted to their wants. On this subject 
we have received the following letters from Mr. Tonbridge, 
who is confined in Cold Bath-fields :-— 
Cold Bath-Fields, House of Correction. 
To the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
Having been prosecuted by His Majesty’s 
Attorney General, in the Court of King’s Bench, and 
sentenced by that Court to two years imprisonment in 
this place,—I appeal to you, as the Solicitor for the 
prosecution, to know whether it was the intention of His 
Majesty’s Attorney General, and the Judges of that Court, 
not only to incarcerate me in a prison, but to deprive me 
of sustenance, as the magistrates have, without assigning 
any reason, or being capable of so doing, my conduct be- 
ing itreproachable ; deprived me of seeing my friends but 
once a month, and then only during the hours of twelve 
and two, among convicted felons, in an open yard: or be 
deprived of the whole of the gaol allowance and to have 
but one friend only admitted twice a week, which I con- 
sider is paying to see that friend by the loss of ‘my pro- 
visions, and as | requested to see my friends my food has 
been stopped since Thursday last—and my means are not 
sufficient to pay persons for bringing in what I may want, 
which if my friends were allowed to visit me, as in all other 
other prisons they are daily, would not cost me one third 
of what they now will. Lam notallowed to walk but in 
a yard about 33 feet by 23, where the sun has never shone 
since I have been here—For you to form an opinion of the 
state of the prisoners, confined in this place, I have merely 
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to inform you, that no less than stx have died within a 
month, and the infirmaries are so full that the Governor, Mr. 
Vickery, who isa kind man, has given the King’s Bench 
prisoners notice, that they must be deprived of their 
mattresses for the sick to lay on. 

Your obedient and humble servant, 
March 18th, 1823. William Tunbridge. 

[This letter no. being attended to, Mr. Tunbridge 

wrote a similar letter to the Duke of Portland, which, 
met with a similar fate. He next addressed the follow- 
ing epistle to Mr. Peel. ] 

House of Correction, Cold Bath-Fields, 

March 19th, 1823. 

Sir,—l should not have obtruded myself again on 
yuu. notice, had I received any answer to my letter of the 
28th ultimo, and the 5th instant, and had not the Magis- 
trates made fresh regulations since the date of my last, 
which deprive me of seeing my mother, brother, or sisters, 
or any more than one person ; and not even that one, but 
at the loss of the whole of the gaol allowance. The allow- 
ance of food has been increased to the other prisoners 
since my letters to you; butI have not been furnished with 
so much as dry bread since the 6th instant, and my friends 
not being permitted to visit me, my means are not suffici- 
entto pay strangers for going for what I may want as 
necessaries. Now, Sir, having been prosecuted by the 
Crown, I wish to know whether it was the intention of 
my prosecutors not only to incarcerate me in a prison, but 
to deprive me of sustenance, and if it was not their in- 
tention, it appears to be that of the Committee of Magis- 
trates who have stopped my bread, and informed me that 
my friends who wish to see me must apply at the Police- 
oflice for an order—but on my friends applying at Hatton- 
garden office, they were told they must appply at the 
office from which I was committed. 
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Now, Sir, as I was arrested by a Judge’s-warrant, I, 
of course, was never taken to any Police-office, so that 
the orders of the Magistrates operate as a complete ex- 
clusion to all my friends, and although I am compelled to 
pay for what I have to eat, 1 am restricted from giving any 
part of it away, if even I should have anything to spare, 
though there are many persons confined here who could 
eat double what is allowed them ; for during the winter, 
many of them used to eat the whole day’s allowance at the 
time they received it in the morning ; so that the poor 
wretches have had nothing though they had to work at 
the tread-mill throughout the day, and were locked up 
at night in separate cells till the same time next morning, 
without any additional sustenance. Thus they have been 
kept twenty-three hours out of every twenty four without 
food, near eight hours at work, and fourteen in their cells, 
without firing, and there is no glazing before the iron 
bars to keep out the rough blasts of Boreas ; and which | 
think in a great degree accounts for the number of deaths 
that have taken place, and the number of sick that are now 
within the walls of this place. 

I now request you will be pleased to transmit an order 
order to this place that my friends may be permitted to see 
me, and that some allowance be granted me. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
‘WILLIAM TUNBRIDGE. 

{This letter was also entirely negleeted; and. Mr. 

Tunbridge next addressed one to the Attorney General. | 


Cold Bath-fields’ House of Correction, 
April 3d. 1823. 
Sir,—Having been prosecuted by youin the Court 


of King’s Bench, for publishing Palmer’s Principles . 
Nature, and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in this 
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place and to pay a fine of one hundred pounds to the 
Kine; and as 1 experienced from those who conducted 
the case against me no desire to overpress, or to put me to 
any unnecessary trouble, I feel confident my present ap- 
peal to you will not be in vain: which is to know; — 
ther that sentence was not only to immure me in a prison, 
but to deprive me of sustenance, as | have not been sup- 
plyed with even bread since the 6th ult. And only one 
friend has been allowed to see me since the 28th of Febru- 
ary ; not even my mother, brother, or sister, the Magis- 
trates having made an order that my friends must apply 
toa visiting Magistrate at a police-office for an order, 
before they can be admitted; but on my friends applying 
at Hatton-Garden-office, they were told they must apply 
at the office from which I was committed. Now, Sir, as 
I was arrested, as you know, by a Judge’s warrant, 1 was: 
of course never taken to any police-office, so that the order 
of the Magistrates operates as a complete exclusion to all 
my friends, and the treatment I am now receiving in con- 
sequence of those orders, surpasses any thing formerly 
practiced in the Spanish Inquisition, for they used to sup-- 
ply their victims with food, whilst I have to pay for what. 
I have to eat, and restricted from giving any part of i. 
away, if even I should have any to Spare to any one con- | 
fined here, many of whom could eat double the allowance 
they get, for during the winter many of them used to eat 
the whole day’s allowance at the time they received jt in 
the morning, so that the poor wretches have had to work 
at the Tread-mill throughout the day, and locked up, at 
night in their cells, till the same time next morning, 
without additional food, thus they have been kept 23 hours 
out of every 24 without sustenance, near eight hours at 
work, and fourteen locked in their cells, without firing, 


and where there is no glazing to keep out the rough blasts 


of Boreas ; and which I think sufficiently accounts for the 








oa y 


640 THE BLACK DWARF. 


number of deaths that have taken place (as no fewer than 
nine have died if not more during the short time I have 
been here)and for the numerous sick that are now in this 
place,—and I have myself witnessed raw potatoe peelings 
being eagerly devoured, since I have been here, and I am 
informed that it can be proved by prisoners in, and some 
who have gone out, that one of the men actually eat the 
poultice taken from off another’s sore leg, and also that 
four men, who declared they were starved, were put in 
dark cells and flogged till their flesh was lacerated. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
William Tunbridge. 
To Sir Robert Gifford, Knt. 
his Majesty’s Attorney General. 





Lincoln’s Inn. 
April the 10th, 1823. 
SIR, 

The Attorney General put into my hands 
your letter of the 3d inst., and I have at his desire made 
inquiries touching the complaints which that letter con- 
tains. 

With respect to those which regard the general treat- 
ment of prisoners, I am informed that your complaints 
are founded upon mistatement and misrepresentation. 

As to those which concern your deprivation of the 
gaol allowance, I understand that it is by your own 
choice, that you prefer foregoing the goal allowance, in 
order to avoid subjecting yourself to the regulations, ap- 
plicable to prisoners who receive such allowance. 

I am, sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
GEO. MAULE. 
Mr. W. ‘Tunbridge, House of Correction. 
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Cold Bath-Fields, House of Correction, 
10th of April, 1823. 
Sirn,—Your answer to my letter of the 3d _ instant, 
reached me this evening. And I now affirm that the com- 
plaints in my letter to Sir Robert Gifford, Knt. are neither 
founded upon “mistatement” nor ‘ misrepresentation,”’ 
nor was it my own choice to “ prefer foregoing the 
« gaol allowance, in order to avoid subjecting myself to 
“ the regulations,” as it was stopped without any intima- 
tion being given or reason assigned ; and I am compel- 
ledto submit to them, although I have no gaol allow- 
ance, and have paid for every thing I have had _ for 
the last five weeks, and have not been allowed to see my 
friends for the last six; and I am treated worse than those 
under sentence of death and all other convicted felons in 
Newgate, for they are allowed to see their friends daily. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
WILLIAM TUNBRIDGE. 


George Maule, Esq. Solicitor 





of the Treasury. 





YORK REFORMERS’ UNION. 


THE HONOURABLE HENRY BUTLER, PRESIDENT. 


At a general meeting of the York Reformers’ Union, held at the 
Garrick Coffee-House, Petergate, on Monday Evening, March 
” . . . nm i * 
¥1, 1823, the following Declaration of its ‘ Political Views and 


oy Tae ; , 
Principles,’ was brought forward, and unanimously adopted as 
the sentiments of the said Union. 


THE DECLARATION OF THE YORK REFORMERS’ UNION. 


The York Reformers’ Union having surmounted the difficulties 
which are generally presented in the formation of societies, whose 
views and designs are the support of the genuine principles of the 
Constitution, now states its objects and its principles to the Coun- 
try, and particularly to the Inhabitants of York, and adjacent 
Cowns and Villages. The institution of this Union was not for 
the support of the selfish views of faction against faction, to. the 


contending interests of which, this once prosperous country has 
too long beena prey. 


No. 18, Vol. X. 
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The Grand Principle, on which the basis of our is pes is firmly 
established, inspired the great body of the Reformeis with those 
feelings which supported them through the “ fiery ordeal,” and 
enabled them to stand triumphant over tlose malignan:, dlespe- 
rate, and foul designs, which have often been attempted on the 
people, and which reflect eternal odium on the diabolical pro- 
jectors and their agents After such desperate attempts have 
failed in their deep desigus, it is with the most inexpressible con- 
tempt, we regard the wretched assertions that have been made, 
representing the ulterior object of the Reformers to be the plun- 
der of their more opulent fellow-subjects. We declare, without 
any mental reservation, that the only object of the Reformers, is 
to obtain a Real {iouse of Commons, which the Constitution 
gives us an undoubted right to claim, instead of a mock Repre- 
sentation .—all the rest we would most willingly leave to the wisdom 
of such a house ; and, that whilst we do not wish to plunder, we are 
equally adverse to be plundered? 

To the purification of the source of all corruption, and te this 
alone, must the people lock for that relief from the burdens 
that oppress them; for from that which maintains the pestilential 
systein, which our government has so long pursued, is to be 
traced the Great First Cause of all the evils that are surrounding 
every rank of society, and which the enemies of Reform would 
continue, until every source of supply is exhausted, and conse- 
quences the inmost dreadfui be the result. 

We are too well aware of the multifarious oppressive burdens, 
which to thousands have become insupportable, end which mil- 
lions are doomed to feel. Unbounded taxation, in its various forms 
of diréct and indirect, of \isible and disguised, to which the pros- 
perity of the nation is sacrificed, and by which the vitals of the 
country are consuming. High rent, which to the agriculturist is 
most oppressive, and which will never be sutliciently reduced, until 
the following alternative takes place—either a tenantry drained ol 
their resources by a complication of evils, unul poverty becomes 
universal amongst them; or, an effectual Reform in Parliament, 
which would spread its benign influence over the interests of all 
classes of society. Enormous poor rates, and all the other heavy 
charges that add weight to the calamities that oppress a sinking 
country; all of which proceed from that unfortunate system 
which ambitious ministers adopted, and mercenary followers have 
defended, and from which, no effectual relicf can ever be antici- 
pated. | 

In vain have the people petitioned, and in vain will be every ex- 
ertion that does not aim aT iHE ROOT from which all the evils 
proceed :—all other efforts at the utmost, will gain but little— 
very little indeed, in comparison with what is required to restore 
national prosperity. : 

The day has at length arrived in which the great are rapidly dli- 
- vesting themselves of the prejudices raised agaiust the Reformers. 
By a general union of all ranks of the people, Reform is easy to be 
obtained ; but without the aid of such an union, the leaders in the 
present struggle will fall far short of the attainment of the desired 
object. Let the people, the great, and the powerful in numbers; 
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unite in one common cause; and from numerous unions, a grand 
national union willbe so formed, that the voice of the whole na- 
tion may be concentrated in one; the echo of whose thunders 
will be irresisuble, and corruption will be driven from its strong 
holds ; then will the fountain which has so long poisoned the stream 
in all its innumerable windings, among the various classesof socie- 
ty, become purified, and the Constitution invigorated ; then, and 
not till then, shall we realize that relief, which otherwise we may 
search for in vain. 

Towards the accomplishment of so desirable an event we earn- 
estly hope every true friend to his country will contribute his sup- 
port. Although from the efforts of a single city, town, or village, 
but little might be expected when abstractedly considered ; yet, 
united with all the other populous towns and districts, which have 
come forward the cause will be advanced with accelerating progress. 

We have to state that the sum cuntributed by each individual is 
one penny per week, which is received by collectors, aad paid by 
them to their treasurer. The specific purpose to which the money 
subscribed will be applied, is, to procure the return to Parliament 
of such men as may be approved, by such means as may appear 
most expedient. We also wish it to be known, that the lavish ex- 
penditure usually attendant on elections, will be withheld, and no- 
thing paid but legal expenses, and what shall appear absolutely ne- 
cessary, and with the consent of a majority of the subscribers. 

We have only to add, we earnestly hope so little will not be 
withheld from so great a cause, when so much can be effected ; and 
that the people of every town and village, who have not yet come 
forward, will exert themselves, and establish unions on the same 
principles. Despair not of success, however few your numbers— 
however slow your progress, for experience tells us, it will be no 
less certain, and that the numerous mites contr.buted, when 
brought together, will swell the sum beyond all supposition. 

From a multiplicity of such unions, the grand national union 
will appear, the first expression of whose sentiments will arrest the 
calamitous progress of that system which would finally level us by 
thousands in ruin, never to rise again ! 

Whilst directing our views to a Reform in Parliament, voluntary 
subscriptions, when it may appear desirable, will be applied to the 
relief of incarcerated patriots. 

May Englishmen possess a correct knowledge of their Rights, 
and virtue and courage to defend them ! 





After the adoption of the above deciaration, it was unanimously 
resolved—That the Genera! Meeting of this Union be held Quar- 
terly, on the second Monday of May, August, November, and 
February, precisely at eight o'clock in the evening, at the Garrick 
Coffee House, Petergate ; and also, that the Meetings of the Col- 
lectors, and of any other persons, who may wish to aid the cause 
by their support, be held on the second Monday in every Month, 
at the same hour. 

HENRY BUTLER, President. 

Resolved Unanimously—That the thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Hon. Ilenry Butler, for his conduct in the chair, 
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